
INDIA PANORAMA 
20 Days Tour to Delhi, Agra, Ranthambhore, Jaipur, Mumbai, Cochin, Munnar, 

Periyar, Kumarakom, Backwater Cruise & Kovalam 
  

 
After exploring the sights of old and New Delhi as well as the spectacular Taj Mahal, journey 
through the princely state of Rajasthan to take a closer look at the region’s magnificent forts and 
explore cities that are full of atmosphere and character, set against stunning desert scenery; you 
then explore the financial city of Mumbai before continue your travel back in time in the spice-
trading port of Cochin, with impressive cultural influences, lulled by the serene beauty of Kerala’s 
backwaters and thrilled by the game-spotting in the jungles of Periyar, the fragrant of tea 
plantations and hill forests of Munnar are sure to captivate you as you discover the Spice of Kerala. 
 

 
Day 01  Australia - Delhi  
Fly from Australia to Delhi, the capital of India. Upon arrival at Indira Gandhi International Airport you are met 
and transferred to your hotel. The rest of the day is at leisure. Stay in Delhi for 2 nights.  
 
Day 02   Delhi         Meal: B/D 
Today, enjoy the day discovering Delhi, pacing through the city which is as historic as modern, like 2 sides of 
the same coin! Enjoy a morning sightseeing tour of Old Delhi, which includes a visit to Jama Masjid, the 
largest mosque in India; a rickshaw ride through narrow alleys and lanes in Chandni Chowk, one of the 
oldest and largest trading markets of the country; and drive past Red Fort, the place that marked the 
announcement of India’s freedom from the British Raj. Later in the afternoon, discover the modern city of 
New Delhi, visiting the Qutab Minar, a fine example of Indo-Islamic architecture and the world’s tallest brick 
minaret and Gurudwara Bangla Sahib, the largest Sikh temple of Delhi. Drive past President's House, 
Parliament House and other Government Secretariat Buildings, the most imposing features of Lutyen’s 
Delhi and take a photo stop at the iconic war memorial arch, the India Gate. 
 
Day 03  Delhi – Agra (Approx. drive: 04 hours)   Meal: B/D 
After breakfast travel to Agra, this afternoon visit the splendid Agra Fort, built in red sandstone, 
encapsulating magnificent palaces, halls of public and private audience and beautiful gardens. Then witness 
the surreal views of the Taj Mahal. Step inside this eternal symbol of love and appreciate the intricate 
designs and symmetries that rhyme as a poem written in marble. Taj Mahal is an extravagant display of love, 
built by Shah Jahan in memory of his beloved wife Mumtaz Mahal. You may choose to stay back to see the 
glistening white marble beauty at sunset. 
 
Day 04  Agra – Ranthambore (Approx. drive: 06 hours)  Meal: B/L/D 
This morning embark on a leisurely drive to Ranthambhore, acclaimed as one of the best places in the world 
to photograph tigers in the wild. En-route to Ranthambhore, you will make a brief stop to visit Fatehpur Sikri, 
the capital city of the Mughal Empire in the 16th century. Continue your drive to Ranthambore and upon 
arrival; check in at your hotel for 2 nights stay. 
 
Day 05  Ranthambore       Meal: B/L/D   
Today, enjoy an early morning and afternoon shared Jeep safari (accompanied by a trained naturalist) into 
the national park. The Ranthambore National Park is one of the prime examples of India’s conservation 
program, Project Tiger. Once the hunting ground of Indian princes, this national park stands atop a 600m 
high hill range, and is covered with thorn trees, scrub and grasslands. Dotted with beautiful ponds, streams, 
lakes and old ruins, it is home to a large number of tigers, often spotted and photographed by visitors to the 
park.  

 
Day 06  Ranthambore – Jaipur (Approx. drive: 03 hours)  Meal: B/D 
After breakfast, embark on a leisurely drive to Jaipur - land of the Rajputs. Jaipur is an exuberance of colour, 
dance and traditional arts and crafts. Known, as the 'Pink City', Jaipur is home to ancient forts and palaces 
and is one of India's most well planned cities. Upon arrival check in at your hotel for 02 nights stay. This 
evening explore the many facets of Jaipuri crafts such as semi-precious jewels, pottery, colourful 
embroidered fabrics with mirror work, woven carpets etc – watch artisans at work and enjoy souvenir 
shopping in this colourful city of Jaipur. 
 



Day 07  Jaipur         Meal: B/D 
Rise early this morning to visit Jaipur’s famous Amber Fort. En route, take a guided walk through the flower 
market of Jaipur seeing the beautiful yellow and orange marigolds and other seasonal flowers, being traded. 
In close vicinity is also the wholesale vegetable market where farmers bring fresh produce to begin the 
day’s trading. Walking through the markets brings you to a junction where you will find the interesting and 
unusual milk traders of Jaipur, who bring their cattle’s fresh milk to be tested for quality, priced and traded 
on the spot. Be amazed at the primitive technique of testing quality of milk by dipping hands into large metal 
milk containers and evaluating the creaminess of milk supplied! After a brief walk through the local trading 
markets, drive onwards to visit Amber fort, built in the 16th century. The fort is a mesmerizing blend of 
Hindu and Mughal architecture. The Amber Fort was used by the Rajputs for the dual purpose of defense 
and private residence. To ascend up the fort, you may choose to walk, drive or take an elephant ride. 
 
This afternoon take a photo stop at the Hawa Mahal, Palace of the Winds, with its unique layer-cake 
honeycomb windows designed to enable erstwhile women of the royal court to observe passing life without 
being seen; Jantar Mantar, the largest astronomical observatory built in stone, and the City Palace complex 
with its impressive gardens and museums. 
 
Day 08  Jaipur – Mumbai       Meal: B/D 
Today you fly to Mumbai. Upon arrival transferred to hotel. The rest of the day is at leisure. Stay overnight in 
Mumbai.  
  
Day 09  Mumbai       Meal: B/D 
Morning enjoy city tour of Mumba, touch, feel and experience the , a bubble gum glamour of Bollywood 
cinema, shopping malls full of designer labels, promenading families eating Bhelpuri on the beach at 
Chowpatty and red double-decker buses queuing in grinding traffic jams. This pungent drama is played out 
against a Victorian townscape more reminiscent of a prosperous 19

th
 century English industrial city than 

anything you’d expect to find on the edge of the Arabian Sea. It’s a city with vibrant street life, India’s best 
nightlife, and a wealth of bazaars; visit Prince of Wales Museum, Gateway of India, Hanging Garden, Dhobi 
Ghat. Afternoon visit Elephanta caves by boat (Boats are subject to operate on particular day & weather 
conditions). Stay overnight in Mumbai.   
 
Day 10  Mumbai – Cochin      Meal: B/D 

Fly from Mumbai to Cochin. Upon arrival Kochi, the most cosmopolitan city of Kerala; transfer to your hotel 
for 2 nights stay. Kochi, also known as the Queen of the Arabian Sea, is one of the finest natural harbours in 
the world. Starting from the Dutch, Portuguese and the British, Kochi was the site of the first European 
colonial settlements in India. 
 
Day 11  Kochi        Meal: B/D 
After breakfast, take a guided walk through the historic Fort Kochi area. This morning we will visit the 
Dutch Palace, Jewish Synagogue, St. Francis Church and see the authentic Chinese fishing nets still in 
active use by the fishermen in Kerala. This evening, watch a spectacular Kathakali performance. Kathakali is 
one of the oldest theatre forms in India. One of the most complex and highly stylized Indian art forms, this 
performance is a spectacular combination of drama, dance, music and ritual. Characters with vividly 
painted faces and elaborate costumes re-enact stories from the Hindu epics of Mahabharata and 
Ramayana. Reach early for the unique opportunity to see the performers dressing up in their very elaborate 
and colorful costumes and painting their faces with make up to create the special persona for the 
performance. Also visit the onsite cultural museum to see sculptures of Kerala's unique dance forms, a 
large replica of an authentic Keralan wooden canoe and see how Keralan handicrafts and saris are woven.  
 
Day 12  Kochi – Munnar (135 Kms / 5 Hrs)    Meal: B/D 
After breakfast embark on a scenic drive to Munnar, one of the most popular hill resorts of south India. 
Under the British Raj, Munnar was popularly called ‘Switzerland of India' for its natural surroundings and 
cool climate. The entire area is occupied by thick forests and tea estates. The specialty of Munnar is its 
jungle honey, tea and a rare flower ‘Neela Kurunji’ which blooms once in 12 years. Upon arrival check-in at 
your hotel for 2 nights stay.  
 
Day 13  Munnar        Meal: B/D 
After breakfast, visit a local tea plantation and the Tata Tea Museum to learn about the cultivation and 
processing of a variety of Indian teas. Then we visit a unique welfare initiative in Munnar, which focuses on 
enhancing the hidden talents of differently abled children, most of whom are from families of local tea 



pluckers of Munnar. Here we see three projects that aim to equip disabled children to secure a better 
future: a centre for special education; a natural dye fabric printing project; and a unit that manufactures 
handmade paper and paper products. The products made by these children are sold at a small outlet near 
the workshops and are exported to Japan and Europe. A visit to this unique initiative reiterates how 
enthusiasm is a sign of spiritual health and imperfections are what make you beautiful! 
Enjoy the evening at leisure.  
 
Day 14  Munnar - Periyar (100 Kms / 4 Hrs)                   Meal: B/D 
After breakfast, embark on a scenic drive to Periyar, the spice plantation hub of Kerala. Upon arrival in 
Periyar, check in to your hotel and freshen up. This afternoon, take a spice plantation tour and learn about 
the mystery and history of Indian spices. The spice plantations in Periyar are captivating farms growing 
different spices in different sections of the plantations. You will be intrigued to see the vast variety of spices 
ranging from cloves, cardamom, ginger, pepper, chilli, turmeric etc.  
 
Day 15  Periyar to Kumarakom (130 Kms / 4 Hrs)   Meal: B/D 
Early this morning, we take a guided walk with a naturalist in Periyar Wildlife Reserve. Observe some rare 
species of flora and fauna, along with a variety of birds and if you are lucky you may even spot a few 
elephants and wildlife across the lake. 
  
This afternoon, drive to Kumarakom, a coastal town in the backwaters of Kerala. Upon arrival, check-in at 
your hotel for an overnight stay.  Kumarakom is based around Vembanad Lake, Asia's largest freshwater 
lake. Vembanad Kayal, as it is called in the regional language, acts as a giant reservoir, and a major 
ecological resource, which has conditioned the flora, fauna and lifestyle of the people of the region. The 
peaceful surrounds of the lake and backwaters here are peppered with wooded banks, chirping birds, 
fishermen with large palm-leaf hats, women immersed up to their necks in water searching for Karimeen 
fish. Enjoy a relaxing day at your backwaters resort, observing the local life around the backwaters and 
embracing the serenity of Kumarakom.  
  
Day 16  CRUISE to Alleppey      Meal: B/L/D 
Today you will board your houseboat to cruise through the backwaters of Kerala. Moving further, stop at 
another place from where take a canoe ride through which they goes through the local houses located on 
the back waters and watch the activities of people living in this area. On board cooking demonstration to 
learn about how to prepare a local Kerala dish. Overnight stay at houseboat. Kerala backwaters consist of a 
complex network of lagoons, lakes, & canals and are best experienced while slowly rowing down the 
labyrinth of canals in a traditional thatch-roofed houseboat, known as 'Kettuvallam'.  
 
Day 17  Alleppey to Kovalam (170 Kms / 5 Hrs)    Meal: B/D 
After breakfast, disembark from your houseboat and drive to Kovalam, a serene south Indian beach 
destination that is renowned for offering authentic Indian Ayurveda therapies. Upon arrival in Kovalam, 
check in to your hotel for 2 nights stay. Enjoy the evening at leisure. You may wish to explore the spa at 
your resort and experience an Indian Ayurveda massage (at extra charge).  
 
Day 18  Kovalam       Meal: B/D 
Enjoy the day at leisure to relax and unwind or enjoy the various facilities offered by your resort (at extra 
charge) 
 
Day 19  Kovalam - Trivandrum (20 Kms / 30 Mins)    Meal: B 
After breakfast, transfer to Trivandrum airport to board your flight back home. 
 

Day 20  Australia       
Arrive into Australia this morning. 
 


